
From: Kyley Cumbow <Kyley.Cumbow@k12.sd.us>  
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 4:18 PM 
To: Cumbow, Kyley <Kyley.Cumbow@k12.sd.us> 
Subject: [EXT] School March 23-27 
 

  

To our GMMS families, first and foremost we hope that this finds our families well, both physically 
and mentally.  Our staff has been presented a challenge that has never been given to us before, but 
our concern and love for our students is a persistent thought in all of our minds.  There are several 
important announcements that I will share in this message so please listen in its entirety. Our core 
teachers (Social Studies, Math, LA, and Science) will be providing instructional activities for students 
for next week.  These activities will include both practice work and short tidbits of instruction. We 
highly encourage students to complete this work next week but want to emphasize that we, the staff 
at GMMS, completely understand that this situation has impacted each home and family 
differently.  We have middle school students that are taking care of siblings, some that do not have 
access to wifi, and other challenges. In the big picture, our hopes are that our students remain safe 
and happy. GMMS will be taking the following actions:   

1. Core teachers will be sending out instruction and practice activities.  This will be 
communicated through email.   

2. We will have a computer check out for our sixth and seventh graders on Monday, March 23rd 
from 8:00-12:00 following this schedule:   

8:00-9:00 Team Yellowstone 

9:00-10:00 Team Sequoia 

10:00-11:00 Team Shenandoah 

11:00-12:00 Team Denali 

12:00-1:00 8th graders without internet access at home packet pick up 

*One parent will be allowed to come pick up their child’s computer(s). Please do not bring your 
student and/or other children.  We will have our doors propped open and have our check out 
organized in the attempt to get parents in and out in a timely manner.  We will use our front loop. 
Please park in the closest lane to the building or ideally, in the street. Be mindful that if there is a line, 
stay in your car and wait for the line to go down, come in the front doors, and follow the directions to 
go through our lobby area, and then out our side doors by the gyms.  We have staff volunteers that 
will be making this process as quick as possible but we need parents to be patient and to honor the six 
foot distancing from each other.   

3. We will also have packets ready to hand out to students that may not have internet access on 
Monday. 
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4. One of our staff members will be reaching out to each GMMS household early next week to 
touch base with how we can better support each individual family.  Please expect a call from 
either the school phone or a cell phone number that you may not recognize.   

5. We have some students that have emailed their teachers concerned about the NWEA testing 
that we were in the middle of last week.  Please reinforce with your child that this is not a 
huge concern right now and their teachers will have a doable plan when we are able to 
return.   

6. We will have a call center available from 11:00-1:00 Monday through Friday next 
week.  Please reach out to our school number (773.7330) if you need to let us know anything 
or have questions.  If our staff answering calls do not know the answer, they will make sure 
you are connected with someone that can help.   

7. Encourage your student to email their teacher if they have any questions.   

We will continue to communicate with families as much as we can.  Please monitor your email and/or 
facebook (if you are on our page) for announcements.  We do not want to increase the anxiety that all 
of us are feeling by filling your inbox with too much information or too many resources, but we will 
keep you up to date with any changes in plans for our students and families.  As of now, we do not 
have school March 23rd through the 27th and will notify parents once we are informed by Dr. Glodt if 
this is lengthened. Thank you.  

 


